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[ 0: 00] Today I will read Deuteronomy chapter 3 verses 1-3 and 18-29. Verse 18.

After that, each of you may go back to the possession | have given you.

At that time | commanded Joshua. You have seen with your own eyes all that the Lord your God
has done to these two kings. The Lord will do the same to all the kingdoms over there where you
are going.

Do not be afraid of them. The Lord your God himself will fight for you. At that time | pleaded with the
Lord. Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and your strong
hand.

For what God is there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do? Let
me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, that fine hill country and Lebanon.

[ 1: 55] But because of you, the Lord was angry with me and would not listen to me. That is
enough, the Lord said. Do not speak to me any more about this matter. Go up to the top of Pisgah
and look west and north and south and east.

Look at the land with your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan. But commission
Joshua and encourage and strengthen him. For he will lead this people across and will cause them
to inherit the land that you will see.

So we stayed in the valley near Beth Por. Good morning everyone.

It's so lovely to gather here as three congregations. It's so lovely to gather here as three
congregations. For those of you who haven't met yet, I'm one of the pastors here at PCBC.

If you haven't met yet, I'm one of the pastors here at PCBC. So I'm grateful to David for translating
this morning as well. Why don't we pray and ask God to help us as we hear from Deuteronomy
chapter 2 and 3.

[ 3: 26] Let's pray. Jesus, we thank you for being our journey and our destination. And we thank
you for being the God who fights for us.

Thank you for being the God who fights for us. Please help us now to listen to these words of
Moses as your words to us today. It's the end of another long weekend here in New Zealand.

We just have a long weekend. How many of you have been able to go away on holiday? We're here
at church. But maybe we wish we could have gone on holiday.

Or maybe we wish we could have gone on holiday. Maybe if the fuel prices were not so high. If the
fuel prices were not so high. Maybe if the flights were a bit cheaper. Or if the flights were a bit
cheaper.

We're probably going to go away. So let's daydream a little, shall we? | want us to imagine we are
on a road trip together. We're going to go to a bus.

[ 4:41] You know the road trips that we have with our family. Everyone packed in one car. We're
going to go to a bus. We're going to go to a bus. We're going to go to a bus. Let's say you're
traveling to Rotorua, for example.

We're going to Lodoroa. Maybe dad's driving. Or maybe dad's driving. Maybe mom's in the front
seat. Mother's in the front seat. Grandma and the baby, they're sitting in the back row.

Mother or baby, they're sitting in the back row. And then all the rest of the kids are squeezed up in
the back row. And then all the rest of the kids are squeezed up in the back row. And so you have
long conversations as you drive.

You talk about all the cousins and the in-laws and the family. Or to talk about your family, your
family, to check that you are going the right way.

Got to check we have enough fuel to make it. To check we have enough fuel to make it. And then of
course the kids are at the back and they say, are we there yet? | want to stop and get a burger.
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[ 5: 54] Hey, close the window. No, you close the window. Stop poking me. And just before you
reach the welcome to Rotorua sign, Dad has had enough. He pulls over and turns the engine off.

He turns around. See that sign? We've reached Rotorua. We're about to go in. So you need to stop
arguing.

Because it's going to be smelly there. You've got to be careful of all the tourists. Don't lose your
stuff. Stay together. Wash your hands before you eat.

Don't touch anything in the shops. You do all that and we will have a wonderful holiday. You have
done that so that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the
past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that
we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have
the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past
that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we
have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the
past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that
we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have
the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past
that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that we have the past that
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But as we know from his story, he has had past failures. And his past failures in shepherding Israel
now carries life-changing consequences.

Because of what happened in the wilderness and numbers, Moses, he will only get to see the
promised land. And it is Joshua and the younger generation that get to walk in.

They will live and enjoy God's rest in the land. And this is the case here at PCBC, isn't it?

[ 35: 31] Whether you're here and you teach English to new immigrants, whether you're here and
you're just patiently helping your children to know Jesus, whether you've been leading a group for
years, whether you've been serving in a ministry for years, often the case is this, we don't always
get to see the fruits of our labor.

As a dear sister reminded me earlier this week, God is always at work. He's always at work, but it's
a bonus if we get to see his work.

Think of how the apostle Paul reflected about this. 1 Corinthians 3, verse 6, he says, | planted,
Apollos watered, and God gave the growth.

At the beginning of the few founding families who started PCBC, not many are around today to see
what God has brought about. And even for us, with our English congregation, it will be a new
generation of people who will keep trusting the Lord and obeying God's mission.

And perhaps you're here, and like Moses, you feel a sense of regret. Or maybe a past sin or conflict
long ago still bears.

[ 37: 25] Or some of the past sins or some of these sins or some of these sins are still in the past.
And maybe you're here, and you're not sure what your final destination looks like. Or we're sitting
here, and we're not sure what your final destination looks like.

There's a Maori saying, a proverb. A Maori saying, a proverb. It reads very simply, Kamua Kamuri.
It reads very simply, Kamua Kamuri.

And roughly translated it means we walk backwards into the future. The Bible is like we're going to
go back to the future. Church, whatever regrets you have or worries you carry, there is good news.
Whether you have any fear or fear, or you have any fear or fear, there is a good news. Because you
and | can walk back to the cross of Christ. Because we can go back to the cross of Christ.

And into a brighter future with Jesus. And with Jesus to come back to the greatest victory God has
won for you. And let us go forth with His presence, His promises to trust Him for the future.

[ 38: 42] Our road trip might be full of wrong turns and blind corners. We can walk through the
road. But let us trust the Lord.

He will be gracious to us. From generation to generation. To the very end of the age. To the very
end of the age. As a response, | thought a little bit long this week about how we could respond to
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the church.

| would like to think about how we could respond to the church. And perhaps what we could do is
we could reflect on our past. We could reflect on our past.

Our past mistakes, but also the past ways that God has been faithful to us. We could reflect on our
past mistakes, but we could reflect on our past mistakes.
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